
Building Data Capacity 
to Enhance Opportunity 
in Indianapolis



Our Agenda

Part 1: Overview of the landscape of poverty in Central Indiana 

Part 2: Framing problems and forming research questions

Part 3: Overview of Poverty Data Sources 15 
min

55 
min

Part 4: SAVI Data & Tools 120 
min

30
min

Take a Break 15
min



PART 1 – POVERTY AND 
FINANCIAL STABILITY IN 
CENTRAL INDIANA



























PART 2 - FRAMING PROBLEMS 
AND FORMING EFFECTIVE 
RESEARCH QUESTIONS



Forming 
Measurable 
Questions



What makes a question 
measurable?
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What makes a question 
measurable?
A measurable question should have each component 
clarified with enough detail that data sources can be 
located or created to answer it. The data can be both 
quantitative and qualitative.

Concepts, like financial stability or quality of life, should 

be specified in terms of variables, like household income or 

acres of park per capita.

Each concept can have countless ways to measure it, and 

sometimes the most precise or insightful are not the most 

feasible.



Narrowing Measurable 
Questions

How much do people make in Indianapolis?

What is the median income in Indianapolis?

What is the median household income in 
Indianapolis?

What is the median household income in the Near 
Eastside?

What was the median household income in the Near 
Eastside in 2017? 

Broad

Narrow



Types of Questions

Most important thinking requires one of the following 

categories of questions.

Who

Who is affected 
the most by 
poverty?

Where

Where do 
people on 
poverty live?

Why

Why is poverty 
increasing in 
interstate 
neighborhoods?
Why does it 
matter? 

How

How can 
poverty in 
Central Indiana 
be solved?

Which

Which factors 
are affecting 
poverty 
changes the 
most in central 
Indiana?



Let’s Form Some 
Questions!
Imagine you are a neighborhood group in 
Irvington, and you want to apply for a grant. You 
want to start a program that will increase adult 
educational attainment. 

What data can help you understand this issue 
and/or the scope of the program prior to 
designing and implementing a new program?



Role Reversal

Now imagine you are a funder hearing about 

this idea from the Irvington group. 

What questions would you ask to ensure this 

is the right investment?



Group Work

Try to form a measureable question 

related to your organization’s goals.

Groups of 4 10 minutes
to work

Report back 
to the group



PART 3 – Overview of Poverty 
Data Sources



SAVI
• SAVI is a free, dynamic and scalable mapping and analytics environment, one of the 

nation’s largest and most comprehensive community information systems.

• SAVI transforms raw government and nonprofit data into meaningful info about the 
communities. 

• SAVI adds value by transforming 70 data sources into thousands of metrics about 
community demographics, strengths, needs, and opportunities. 

• SAVI data processing and aggregations let you easily access data that is confidential 
or difficult to use in its original form.

• Examples of SAVI sources:

• Census/ACS

• IN211

• Indiana State Department of Education

• Marion County Public Health Department



American Community 
Survey (ACS)
• The American Community Survey is the US Census 

Bureau’s replacement for long-form sample data. 
Long-form data is where we used to get information 
related to educational attainment, employment, income, 
and poverty.

• Differences from long-form data
• Is conducted on a rolling basis, i.e., it is not tied to the 

decennial census (is released annually)

• Data presented as an estimate with a margin-of-error

• Availability of data is dependent on population of the census 
geography



ACS 5-Year and 1-Year 
Estimates
ACS is conducted constantly each year. To get reliable 
estimates for small areas, it combines and averages 
surveys over five years.

Survey Response

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Data 
Released



ACS 5-Year and 1-Year 
Estimates
But for areas with larger populations (over 65,000), the 
ACS releases 1-year estimates.

Survey Response

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Data 
Released

Data 
Released

2016 2017



Comparing 1- and 5-Year

 $20,000

 $25,000

 $30,000

 $35,000

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

5-Yr 1-Yr

Here are the 1-year and 5-year 
estimates. What differences do you see?



Comparing 1- and 5-Year

 $20,000

 $25,000

 $30,000

 $35,000

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

5-Yr 5-Yr Low 5-Yr High 1-Yr 1-Yr Low 1-Yr High

Now compare the margin of error 
for both.



Hierarchy of Census 
Geographies

• States
• Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSAs)

• Counties
• Cities
• Townships
• Census Tracts (~4,000 people or 1,500 housing 

units)
• Block Groups (~1,500 people or 550 housing 

units)
• Blocks (Very small)

For more information about census geographies:
(https://www2.census.gov/geo/pdfs/reference/geodiagram.pdf?#) 

Sm
aller



ACS Data in SAVI
• SAVI collects 5-year estimates and:

• Processes it by:

• Downloading it;

• Examining for changes from prior years; and

• Creating new normalizations (e.g. per square mile, as % of total pop).

• Enhances it by:

• Integrating it with other sources to get a fuller picture of a geography;

• Aggregating/calculating it to custom boundaries;

• Aggregating/calculating it to custom indicators (e.g. blue collar 

workers);

• Making it easily accessible.



Census Poverty Briefs & 
Measures
• The Supplemental Poverty Measure:

• Report and data that “extends the official poverty measure 

by taking account many of the government programs 

designed to assist low-income families and individuals that 

are not included in the official poverty measure. ”

• Poverty ACS Briefs:

• Look at poverty changes between years, by different 

geographic levels and demographic characteristics.



Brookings Institution’s 
Advancing Opportunity in 
Central Indiana report 
• Looked at ways that Central Indiana can advance 

economic opportunity.

• The report identified four strategies to advance 

opportunity:

• Growing good jobs

• Improving job quality

• Preparing people for good jobs

• Supporting working families



Indiana ALICE Report

• ALICE is an acronym for Asset Limited, Income 

Constrained, Employed.

• The report looked at households that are above 

poverty but cannot afford a Household Survival 

Budget. This budget included things such as housing 

and food as well as child care and transportation.



Indiana ALICE Report



Indiana ALICE Report

• The report found that:

• In Indiana there are almost twice as many ALICE 

households (25%) than households living in Poverty (14%).

• Households with an income below the Household Survival 

budget had increase by 10% since 2016.

• 65% of jobs in Indiana are low-wage jobs (less than $20 per 

hour).



Indiana Business Research 
Center

• STATS Indiana: https://www.stats.indiana.edu/

• Demographic and economic data for states, regions, counties, and 

cities.

• Hoosiers by the Numbers: http://www.hoosierdata.in.gov/

• Primary source for labor market information for Indiana.

• Topics relating to commuting, industry jobs, and sector.

https://www.stats.indiana.edu/
http://www.hoosierdata.in.gov/


Take a break!



PART 4 – SAVI Tools



IndyVitals

www.indyvitals.org

• Data: 50-60 SAVI indicators

• Geo. Scope: Marion County

• Geo. Detail: Neighborhood areas

• Combine data into custom boundaries: No

• User interaction: Very quick to get data , compare, view 
trends, multiple visualization options, advanced levels 
allow more customization, detail

http://www.indyvitals.org/


IndyVitals - Topics

- Overall

- Built Environment

- Economy and Jobs

- Education

- Equity and Empowerment

- Health & Safety

- Natural Systems

- Some Assets:

- Libraries

- Schools

- Greenways

- Parks



Indiana Impact

www.indianaimpact.org

• Data: 50-60 indicators tracking change related to UWCI’s 
core mission: education, financial stability, and health

• Geographic scope: State of Indiana

• Geographic detail: Counties, UW Service Areas

• Combine data into custom boundaries: No

• User interaction: Very quick to find data, not as 
customizable

http://www.indianaimpact.org/


Indiana Impact - Topics

- Population

- Education

- Income

- Health



Community Assessment 
Tool
www.assessment.savi.org

• Data: Hundreds of SAVI Indicators

• Scope: Central Indiana

• Detail: Counties, townships, tracts, school corps

• Combine data into custom boundaries: Yes

• User interaction: Quick to get data; create customizable 
report (editable in MS Word); dashboard shows 
comparisons, relative progress, and disparities

http://www.assessment.savi.org/


Community Assessment 
Tool – Geographies & Tools

Geographies:

- Counties

- Townships

- School Corporations

- 2010 Census Tracts

Topics:

- General Economics and Demographics

- Education

- Health

- Financial Stability

- Basic Needs

- Assets:
- Basic Needs

- Education

- Foundational

- Health

- Financial Stability



Community Profiles

http://profiles.savi.org/

• Data: 100-200 indicators

• Geo. Scope: Central Indiana

• Geo. Detail: Most geographies SAVI processes

• Combine data into custom boundaries: Yes

• User interaction: Quick to get data, create 

customizable report

http://profiles.savi.org/


Community Profiles -
Geographies & Tools

Geographies:

- 2010 Blockgroups

- 2010 Census Tracts

- Townships

- Counties

- Zip Code Tabulation Areas

- Indy Vitals Neighborhoods

- School Corporations

- GINI Neighborhoods

- Health Planning Areas

Topics:

- Community Assets

- Demographics

- Economy

- Education

- Environment

- Equity

- Financial Stability

- Health

- Housing & Neighborhood Development

- Infrastructure & Amenities

- Safety



Topic Profiles

http://profiles.savi.org/topics

• Data: 100-200 indicators

• Scope: Central Indiana

• Detail: 4-5 geographies 

• Combine data into custom boundaries: No

• User interaction: Quick to get data, Indicators 

combined by topic

http://profiles.savi.org/topics


Population Profiles

http://profiles.savi.org/populations

• Data: 100-200 indicators

• Scope: Central Indiana

• Detail: 4-5 geographies 

• Combine data into custom boundaries: No

• User interaction: Quick to get data, Indicators 

combined by population

http://profiles.savi.org/populations


Let’s explore the tools!



Topic Profiles
http://profiles.savi.org/topics

http://profiles.savi.org/topics


Group Work

Use the Equity Topic Profile to answer the 

questions on the next slide.

Groups of 2 20 minutes
to work

Report back 
to the group



Group Work

1. Which part of Marion County has the highest income 
inequality?

2. Which part of Marion County has the highest median 
household income among white households?

3. What is the median earnings gap between men and 
women in the metropolitan area? Is the gap bigger or 
smaller than in Marion County?

4. Which race is more likely to graduate from high school 
in the region? White students or black students? And in 
Marion County?



Population Profiles
http://profiles.savi.org/populations

http://profiles.savi.org/populations


Community Profiles
http://profiles.savi.org/

http://profiles.savi.org/


Group Work

Use Community Profiles to identify the 

items on the following slide.

Groups of 2 20 minutes
to work

Report back 
to the group



Group Work

1. 10 different resources or organizations they could 

partner with in their project

2. 5 indicators that show the financial stability 

challenges

3. 2 indicators showing vulnerable populations

4. 3 other indicators of interest



Any Questions?
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