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It is more likely that 
a black boy 
growing up in a high 
income household 
will earn below the 
median as an adult 
than above.

Low income Lower middle class Middle class Upper middle class High income

NEXT GENERATION ADULT HOUSEHOLD INCOME

Very few black boys reach higher 
income brackets as adults, and 
when they do, their children tend 
to return to lower income brackets

IN THE NEXT GENERATION...
BLACK
BOYS

WHITE
BOYS

39%22% 10% 17%

Most high income 
white boys stay 

high income in 
adulthood

     

     

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

    

 

 
 

HOUSEHOLD INCOME GROWING UP 

Low income Lower middle class Middle class Upper middle class High income 

White boys are 
more than three 
times as likely as 

black boys to 
reach higher 

income brackets 
as adults. 

10% 

Low income Lower middle class Middle class Upper middle class High income 

BLACK 
BOYS 

WHITE 
BOYS 

Almost half of black boys 
that grow up in low 
income households stay 
low income in adulthood. 

48% 31% 3% 

ADULT HOUSEHOLD INCOME 
Of boys growing upOf boys growing up 

in high income households...in high income households... 



 

 

Chetty’s conclusions on race: 

• Black children are “stuck” in lower income brackets 
relative to white children 
• Short-term policy solutions that don’t affect multi-

generational change will ultimately fail 



 

 

 

 

Chetty’s conclusions on race: 

• Black children are “stuck” in lower income brackets 
relative to white children 
• Short-term policy solutions that don’t affect multi-

generational change will ultimately fail 

• Relative their own parents, black children are not stuck 
in low-income brackets. 
• Black children do slightly better in certain kinds of 

neighborhoods 



 PLACE 



         Median Adult Income of Children Growing Up in Low-Income Households 



Place 
matters. Is it 
because of 
economic 
growth? 



Place 
matters. Is it 
because of 
economic 
growth? 







 

 

 

 

 

Chetty finds five factors that 
have a strong relationship with opportunity 

• Income Inequality 

• Segregation (both racial and economic) 

• Family Structure 

• School Quality 

• Social Capital 
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Pittsburgh 

Indianapolis 











$31,556Miami, FL

$31,198Philadelphia, PA

$30,684Chicago, IL

$29,835Milwaukee, WI

$28,733St. Louis, MO

$28,634New Orleans, LA

$28,305Detroit, MI

$28,235Baltimore, MD

$26,627Atlanta, GA

$34,708Albany, NY

$34,267Providence, MA

$32,666Buffalo, NY

$32,597Syracuse, NY

$30,575Kansas City, KS

$30,178Grand Rapids, MI

$29,446Orlando, FL

$29,436Cleveland, OH

$29,429West Palm Beach, FL

$28,617Tampa, FL

$28,330Dayton, OH

$28,275Cincinnati, KY

$28,139Virginia Beach, VA

$28,115Columbus, OH

$27,737Raleigh, NC

$27,208Indianapolis, IN

$26,331Charlotte, NC

CLUSTER 3

White Midwestern and Southern Cities
Low rates of mobility despite average scores 
on most measures. Within-cluster rankings 
driven mainly by differences in income 
inequality and racial composition. 

CLUSTER 4

Mid-sized Black Cities
Low rates of mobility with especially high 
levels of income inequality and segregation. 
Social capital not a factor. Characterized by 
high Black populations.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Cluster Analysis Five Strongest Indicators 
Top 50 Largest Commuting Zones 
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Salt Lake City, UT $37,223 

Boston, MA $36,819 

Minneapolis, MN $36,674 

Pittsburgh, PA $35,532 

Seattle, WA $35,212 

Manchester, NH $35,104 

Denver, CO $33,272 

Portland, OR $33,092 

San Francisco, CA $37,227 

San Jose, CA $36,312 

Newark, NJ $36,006 

New York, NY $35,392 

Los Angeles, CA $34,346 

Washington, DC $33,940 

Sacramento, CA $33,830 

San Diego, CA $33,796 

Houston, TX $33,277 

Bridgeport, CT $33,216 

Fort Worth, TX $31,714 

San Antonio, TX $31,258 

Phoenix, AZ $30,736 

Fresno, CA $30,474 

Dallas, TX $29,912 

CLUSTER 1 

White Northern cities 
Generally high mobility driven by high ranks 
on most measures; characterized by low 
Black populations. 

CLUSTER 2 

Diverse Coastal and Southwestern cities 
Have relatively high rates of mobility despite 
high levels of income inequality, low levels of 
social capital and poor schools. Character-
ized by their diversity and large Latino 
populations. 



 
Influences on mobility in 
Indianapolis neighborhoods 













 
 

 

Economic 
opportunity in 
Northeast 
neighborhood 



 
 

 

Economic 
opportunity in 
Northwest 
neighborhood 



 
 

 
 

 

   
 

    
 

   
 

    
 

Equity of 
opportunity in 
Northeast and 
Northwest 
neighborhoods 

Black children born in 
Northeast 

White children born in 
Northeast 

Black children born in 
Northwest 

White children born in 
Northwest 



  
 

Building Economic Opportunity: 
Approach and Solutions 



    
 

   
   
   
  
  

Communities already have what they 
need for growth 

• Endogenous Growth Theory: 
• Human capital 
• Physical capital 
• Labor 
• Technology 



    
 

        
  
  
  

Communities already have what they 
need for growth 

• The importance of social capital in communities 
• Bonding 
• Bridging 
• Linking 



     

      
 

          
   
  
  

Taking action by fostering growth 
• Early law and policy impacted areas that are lower-opportunity 

today 
• We need to invest in communities and their existing strengths 

• Purposeful planning 
• Partnerships 
• Resources 



 

  

  
 

Planning for equitable growth 
Case study: 

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Leading 
on Opportunity 



 
 

Leveraging 
partnerships and 
resources 
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